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Aleppo Haggada, 1897
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MAQAM OF THE WEEK:
RAHAWI-NAWAH (T8 n87A9)

On Shabbat Hagadol (the Shabbat prior to Pesah), Magam
RAHAW is applied according to all Aleppo sources (independent
of what the weekly Torah portion is). The is because it is the
main magam used for the reading of the Haggada of Pesah. In
addition to this, it is a tradition to incorporate the melody of
“Emuneem Irkhu Shebah” (page 359), one of the oldest and
most important Pesah songs, into the prayer portion of
“Semehim.” In addition to "Emuneem,” there is another song for
Pesah from Magam NAWAH, called “Bene Li Zebul Mishkani”
(page 361), that is incorporated into various pieces of prayers
(i.e. EI Hahodaot, Mimisrayim etc.). As a result of trying to
create a prayer service that incorporates both of the above
songs, therefore RAHAW and NAWAH (two separate magamat)
are mixed into what some describe as "RAHAWI-NAWAH.” In the
Hazzanut notes of H Moshe Ashear (1877-1940), we see that he
mixed melodies not only from Magamat RAHAW and NAWAH,
but also BAYAT and NAHWAND. However, he made sure to
ALWAYS include the melody of "Emuneem" for Semehim. The
notes of cantors Gabriel A Shrem and Isaac J Cabasso for this
Shabbat similarly reflect this practice.

PIZMON SEFER TORAH: Mi Yemallel (page 361).
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"Build Me An Abode For My Dwelling" (NAWAH, page 361) is a song for Pesah. It is composed
by the early nineteenth century Aleppian poet H Raphael Dwek HaKohen (acrostic: “x91). It's melody is
transposed from the Arabic song "Ya Sahee El Sabree." In this four stanza rhyming song with a
repeating chorus, the author speaks from God's point of view in the first person. God, through the lens
of the author, is describing what He desires to see in a future messianic era. He asks the Jewish
people to build a place for Him to dwell (like the Mishkan). In this sanctuary, the Kohen will bring
sacrifice offerings, the Levites will return and sing from their posts, and the Israelites will come with
their families to celebrate good times. The second stanza describes how the Pesah offering will be
brought at the right time, as well as the 'Omer offering, and everything will return back to the pre-
exilic normal. The song then focuses on describing the sorry state of affairs of the Jewish people in
exile, and how God commits to sending help via a messenger from King David's household (the
Messiah). The fourth stanza is God pleading for the Jewish people not to return to God empty handed,
but rather take what belongs to them, and overcome their troubles by defeating their enemies. The
imagery of returning to the Land of Israel and bringing the Pesah offering to the future Beit
Hamigdash makes this pizmon especially meaningful and appropriate for the Pesah festival. The
melody of this pizmon is often applied to various pieces of prayers on Shabbat Hagadol (the Shabbat
prior to Pesah), and the pizmon itself is sung at the beginning of the Pesah holiday.
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